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Forestry Update 
 

Service Foresters work with private landowners to help them with the long term management of their woodlands.  The first step in  
managing your forestland is to have a clear objective or goal for your property.  Some of these goals include: 

Recreation 

Timber production 

Wildlife enhancement 

Soil and Water protection 

 
Once you have your goals established, you can meet with the Forester to start developing a Management Plan specific to your goals. 
I have been working with landowners in Scioto County for over 25 years and would be happy to assist you with a plan 
 
A few of the management activities landowners get involved with are Timber Stand Improvement (TSI) and Tree Planting.  I’ll  
discuss a few of the TSI activities below. 
 
One of the best tools to use in a young woodland is called Crop Tree Release (CTR).  In CTR, high quality trees are selected and  
released.  This gives them more room to grow and improves your woodland for wildlife and timber production. 
 
Another TSI activity is grapevine removal.  Grapevines, although they are native and good for wildlife, pose a health risk to trees.  
 Too many vines in a woodland can stress trees and even break tree tops.  Foresters either recommend cutting the vines as they 
work up a tree or use a combination of cutting and herbicide treatment. 

 
The last TSI activity is deadening large cull trees.  Often times after a timber harvest, the low valued trees are left in the woods  
taking up valuable space for the next crop of trees.  There are strategies to get these trees removed freeing up space for younger  
trees. 
 
The good news is that TSI activities can be included in the Federal EQIP Program offered by the NRCS Office.  If you apply and are  
accepted into the program, a portion of the labor and chemical costs for performing TSI activities on your property can be  
reimbursed. 
 
For more information on the EQIP program or for woodland advice, you can contact me at the number below. 
 
Tim Wilson, Service Forester 
937.378.4920- Wednesday 
Tim.wilson@dnr.state.oh.us 
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The Scioto Soil and Water Conservation 

District is accepting orders for their annual tree 

sale until Friday, March 2, 2012.  Many of the 

same tree and groundcover species that have 

been available in previous years are for sale 

again this year, with some new items added to 

the selection.  Various tree seedling packets may 

be purchased with prices ranging from $15 to 

$20 per packet of twenty five tree seedlings. 

Order forms are available on the back of this 

newsletter.  All orders must be received in the 

Scioto SWCD office by March 5th.  No late  

orders will be accepted.  Orders will be 

received in early April, just in time for spring 

planting.  For more information contact the 

Scioto SWCD office at (740) 259-9231 or visit 

www.sciotoswcd.org on the internet. 

Tree and Groundcover Sale Underway—Order by March 2 

Scioto Soil and Water 

Conservation District 

12167A State Route 104 

Lucasville, Ohio 45648 

(740) 259-9231 

www.sciotoswcd.org: 
 

Email: 

scioto@sciotoswcd.org 

Tree sale order form is available 

inside of this newsletter.  

 

 For many there are few things as enjoyable as watching 

nature from the comfort of your own home. Just think of cardinals 

perching in your shrubs during the winter, butterflies flitting through 

the garden on a warm summer day, or a squirrel stowing away the 

last acorns in the autumn. If this appeals to you then perhaps you 

would like to know how to create a natural wonderland in your 

backyard. 

 

Scioto SWCD is proud to offer a one day workshop to help 

promote backyard conservation. The workshop, ôBirds, Butterflies, and Backyard Habitatsõ, 

will be held March 3rd.  Join us at the Portsmouth Public Library for a day of information 

about many topics including: Ohio birds and butterflies, plant species and landscaping for 

wildlife, conservation lawn care, wildlife needs and MORE! 

 

The workshop will be held from 10:30 to 3:30. There will be a fee of $10.00 and the 

workshop will include refreshments and lunch.  Please register early as space will be limited.  

For more information or to register: call (740)259-9231 or email Scioto@sciotoswcd.org . 

Bird & Butterfly and Backyard Habitats Workshop—March 3 

Calendar 
 

Scioto SWCD  

Board Meeting 

February 7 

 

Presidentõs Day 

(Office Closed) 

February 20 

 

Tree Sale Ends 

March 2 

 

Bird & Butterfly 

Workshop 

March 3 

mailto:Scioto@sciotoswcd.org


Deciduous Trees 
 

Black Cherry (Prunus serotina) Commercially important tree growing to 60+ ft. at maturity; commonly used for lumber, 
veneer and furniture. Leaves are dark green in summer and yellowish in fall. The small black fruit provides food for a vari-
ety of birds and mammals and are often used to make wine and jelly. Tolerates a wide variety of growing conditions. 
Black Walnut (Juglans nigra) This large nut tree, reaching up to 75 ft. at maturity, is valued for timber, veneer and 
furniture. It has dark green compound leaves and produces delicious nuts that are preferred by wildlife. Grows well in most 
locations, but prefers fertile, deep soils. 
Northern Red Oak (Quercus rubra) Tall, relatively fast growing tree that can reach 80+ ft. at maturity. Leaves are 
shiny green in summer and bright red in fall. Makes an excellent tree for street or yard. Prefers full sun and acidic 
soil. It has a commercial value for furniture and lumber. 
Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum) This large shade tree, which can reach heights over 100 ft., is the cornerstone of 
the maple syrup industry. The medium green leaves can turn brilliant yellow, orange or red in the fall. Prefers par-
tial to full sun and well-drained soil. Excellent shade tree. 

 

Coniferous Trees 
 

Bald Cypress (Taxodium distichum) Large, slow-growing, long-lived, deciduous conifer. Frequently 
reaches 100-120 ft. in height and 3-6 ft. in diameter. The leaves are alternate, linear and flat with blades 
generally spreading around the twig. Prefers very wet soils consisting of muck, clay or fine sand where 
moisture is abundant and fairly permanent. Excellent for erosion control, timber, wildlife, and site rehabilita-
tion. Consider their large size when planting near houses or power lines. 
Colorado Blue Spruce (Picea pungens var. glauca) This large evergreen with a moderate growth rate can 
reach heights of 100+ ft. It has short, stout, prickly, bluish green to bright, silvery blue needles. Prefers fertile, moist soil in 
full sun, but will tolerate dry, well-drained areas as well. Valued as ornamentals, windbreaks and Christmas trees. 
Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus) An outstanding timber pine due to its large size (80+ ft. at maturity) and fast growing 
ability. It has long, soft, light green needles and grows well in many soil types. Often used for windbreaks, wildlife habitat, 
lumber and Christmas trees. Prefers full sun, but can tolerate some shade. Not salt tolerant.  
Scotch Pine - Lake Superior Blue (Pinus sylvestris) Medium-size pine that can grow to 60 ft. at maturity. Bluish green, 

medium length needles enhance its Christmas tree appeal. Also used for ornamentals, windbreaks and lumber. 
Prefers well-drained soil and full sun. 
Canadian Hemlock (Tsuga canadensis) An attractive, graceful evergreen tree that has a narrow pyramidal 
shape when young and then becomes broader with age. The short, dark green needles have two white bands on 
the underside. Makes a beautiful specimen and can also be pruned for formal or informal hedges. Grows 60-75 
ft. at maturity. Grows best in cool, moist locations. 
 

Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) A tree that is mainly used for screening and landscaping purposes. This tree also 
makes a very nice Christmas tree. The needles are green to blue green and are soft to the touch. Trees can reach a ma-
ture height of 60 ft. Prefers a sunny location with a moist soil, but will not thrive on poorly drained or compacted soils.   
Eastern White Pine (Pinus strobus) An outstanding timber pine due to its large size (80+ ft. at maturity) and fast growing 
ability. It has long, soft, light green needles and grows well in many soil types. Often used for windbreaks, wildlife habitat, 
lumber and Christmas trees. Prefers full sun, but can tolerate some shade. Not salt tolerant.  

NEW FOR 2012 - BY POPULAR DEMAND! 
 

American Chestnut (Castanea dentata) Help restore this majestic tree to its native range! A broadleaf 
species, leaves are 6 to 8 inches long. In autumn, large spiny burs produce 1 to 5 nuts. Minimum seed-
bearing age is 4 years. Commonly found on hill slopes in gravelly or rocky, well-drained soils. Rapid grow-
ing trees that can reach 60 to 100 ft. at maturity. Prior to nearly being wiped out by chestnut blight, Ameri-
can Chestnuts were very important to wildlife, providing much of the fall mast for Whitetail Deer and Wild 
Turkeys. Trees typically grow very straight with few low branches making it an excellent timber species. 
These seedlings are secured from the West Virginia State Tree Nursery and are considered pure Ameri-
can Chestnut. This species has shown a resistance to chestnut blight but it is too soon to claim resistance.  
 
 
 

Homeownerõs Tree Packet 
 

(2 each of the following species - 10 seedlings total - No Substitutions) 
Colorado Blue Spruce Picea pungens var. glauca) This large evergreen with a moderate growth rate can reach heights 
of 100+ ft. It has short, stout, prickly, bluish green to bright, silvery blue needles. Prefers fertile, moist soil in full sun, but 
will tolerate dry, well-drained areas as well. Valued as ornamentals, windbreaks and Christmas trees. 
Eastern Redbud (Cercis canadensis) A small, native, deciduous tree that grows 20-30 ft. tall. Showy purplish-pink flowers 
appear in late April to early May. The heart-shaped leaves are dark green in summer and change to 
yellow in fall. The 2-3 inch long, dark brown seed pods may persist through the winter. Makes a worth-
while addition to any landscape. 
Lynwood Gold Forsythia (Forsythia x intermedia óLynwood Goldô) A vigorous growing, beautiful de-
ciduous shrub with long, arching branches that reaches heights of 8 ft. Spectacular pale to deep yellow 

flowers in late March or early April. Grows well in almost any soil but needs plenty 
of water. Use as a specimen or screen plant, or as a hedge when planted 2-4 ft. apart. 
Red Maple (Acer rubrum) Medium-size shade tree that commonly grows to 60 ft. tall. The 
medium green leaves can turn to a brilliant red in the fall.  Adaptable to a wide range of 
growing conditions, but prefers slightly acidic, moist soil conditions.  Excellent shade tree. 
White Flowering Dogwood (Cornus florida)  An ornamental deciduous tree with brilliant 

white flowers in mid-spring. The bright scarlet colored fruits ripen in October. This very hardy plant adapts well to 
any soil type. Grows in sun or partial shade and reaches a mature height of 20-25 ft. 

Fruits, Berries, and Mushrooms  
 

Yellow Delicious Apple Trees (2 trees) A large golden apple that ripens late with a fine, sweet flavor. Trees are very 
vigorous and reaching a mature height of 10-12 ft. Great for eating, pies, sauces, and preserves. Fruit trees need a mini-

mum of 6-8 hours of sunlight daily and plenty of water. They are not drought tolerant.  
Early Elberta Peach Trees (2 trees) Still the most popular and universally planted peach on the market! This yellow freestone has 
excellent quality and a juicy, firm but tender flesh. It is excellent fresh, canned or frozen. Tree is hardy, productive and disease resis-
tant. Mature height is 14-15 ft. Plant in full sun in well drained soils. Ripens in late August. 
Bartlett Pears (2 trees) Large yellow fruit with smooth, juicy white flesh. This tree has a quick growth rate and grows best in slightly 
acidic, deep, heavy, moist, but well drained soil. Other soil types are tolerated, but may produce a lighter crop. Pear trees are espe-
cially sensitive to salt. Prefers full sun. Trees grow to a mature height of 14-15 ft. Ripens mid-August to mid-September. 
Shiitake Mushroom (1 kit) Delicious mushrooms have brown, slightly convex caps that range from about 2-4 inches in diameter. Kit 
contains 200 inoculated shiitake dowel plugs, 1/4lb. bees wax, wax dauber, 5 metal tags for labeling and an easy to follow growers 
guide. Each kit will plug approximately 10 logs 3ò in diameter and 40ò long. Logs not included. 
 

Seed Mixes 
Erosion Control Seed Mix (2 lb. bag) A blend of Birdsfoot Trefoil, Timothy, Tall Fescue, Annual Ryegrass, Alsike Clover and Red 
Top. Excellent substitute for crownvetch. For severe erosion control measures. Covers 2000 sq. ft.  
Showy Northeast Native Wildflower & Grass Mix (1 oz. packet) A mix of native wildflowers and prairie grasses that will provide a 
wonderful display of color from spring through summer. This full sun/part shade mixture contains drought resistant species that attain 
an average height of 2-3 ft. Excellent for native meadows and wildflower patches. Covers 200 sq. ft. 
Bird & Butterfly Seed Mix (1 oz. packet) A blend of different annual and   perennial wildflower varieties designed to attract both birds 
and butterflies. Covers 250 sq. ft. 

 

Wildlife Food Plot Seed Mix 
 

Create Food Plots for Wildlife!! (25 lb. bag) Plant this mixture of sorghum, millet, soybeans, field pea, sunflower, buckwheat & fox-
tail to provide a supplemental food supply for wildlife. This mixture is an excellent choice for the conservation-minded landowner who 
wants to attract wildlife. Covers ½ acre. 
 
 


