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For the Ohio Department of Agriculture’s (ODA)
2026 Clean Ohio Local Agriculural Easement Purchase Program (LAEPP)
DEADLINE for returning Pre-Application form to Scioto SWCD 1/16/2026

Date: 12/12/2025
Dear Farmland Landowner,
	On behalf of the Scioto Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) Board of Supervisors, we appreciate your interest in the Local Agricultural Easement Purchase Program (LAEPP) for 2026. We ask that you complete and return the Pre-Application form included with this letter no later than close of business on January 16, 2026.
	2026 is the third year the Scioto SWCD has been approved as a local sponsor for the program. For 2026, Scioto SWCD has been allocated the total amount of $102,893 for easement purchases within the county so we strongly encourage only serious applicants to the program.
	One decision necessary prior to applying for the program is how much money do you require to have an agricultural easement purchased on your property. The program will pay no more than $2000 per acre based on property market value and current agricultural use valuation, with many times the value being well below this.  There is a cap of $500,000 per applying farm with size and value restrictions. As a reminder, we were only allocated $102,893 for 2026.
	Another point to consider is the percentage you choose to ‘donate’ will have an effect on your final score. In addition to the landowner’s requirement of accepting 25% less than the determined easement value, even more points are awarded for accepting a lower easement value, i.e. donating a higher percentage. Also, additional costs include title service fees, legal fees, recording costs, appraisal fees, Scioto SWCD fees, as well as possibly others. Please consider these costs when determining your desired price per acre.
	The easement also requires the following:
	Farm remain permanently in agricultural production.
	Farm must be 40 acres or more.
	Participation in the Current Agricultural Use Valuation and Ag District programs.
	Owners demonstrate good stewardship of the land with conservation and forest management 
	plans.
	Land can never be sub-divided with limitations on future construction.

We appreciate the gravity of such a decision and we invite you to call or come in our office if you have any questions regarding the program.

Sincerely,


Scott Lewis
District Manager/Technician
Scioto SWCD
740-250-2862
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